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Where’s the problem? 

• In 2013, we emitted 39.6 billions of tons of CO2e – 

that’s an all-time high, and a 2.3% jump compared 

to 2012. 

 

• As a result, the greenhouse gas concentration in 

the atmosphere is now above 400 ppm – it had 

stayed constant at 280 ppm until 1750. 

 

• To stand a good chance (50-50) to keep the 

average temperature increase below +2°C by 
2100, we need to keep this rate at 450 ppm 

maximum. 

 

• This means… 



 … this: 



At the moment, it looks like this: 
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That could result in this: 





Who’s to blame? 

 



But if you look at it this way… 

 



There are more than environmental impacts  





 







Sea-level rise 
(this is what will happen if everything goes well) 

 

Source: NASA 



So why don’t we act? 
(I mean, not just pretend to act) 



Well, because… 

1. There is absolutely no relationship between the 
quantity of greenhouse gas emitted by a country and 
the impacts of climate change that will be experienced 
by this country. 

 

1. There is absolutely no relationship between the 
quantity of greenhouse gas emitted by a generation and 
the impacts of climate change that will be experienced 
by this generation. 

 

1. There are lots of people who don’t want governments 
to act. 

 



73% of the British  

electorate  

in 2010… 



35% of the French electorate in 2013… 

 



 



 

Some good news however… 



A new kid on the block: 

The Anthropocene 

• A new era for 

geopolitics: The Politics 

of the Earth 

 

• What does it change 

for the international 

negotiations? 



The problem of the negotiations 

• A problem of actors 

• A problem of cooperation 

• A problem of time 

• A problem of representation 

• A problem of isolation 

 

> We continue to think that we need an 

environmental treaty. 

 


